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Visualizing Solutions 
through Best Practice 

Graphics
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Graphical analysis was around way before 
computers

• Good graphics tell a story (without distortion) 
• Good graphics concentrate the message

• Good graphics provide everything the reader 
needs to know

• Good graphics guide the reader to 
conclusions
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Give me a break!
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Exercise: Truth in presentations
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The scales on a graph impact its meaning.  
Here the data is identical, but the message 
different
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MS Access as a useful extension of Excel

• There are practical payoffs from Access 
features that require no more technical skill 
than Excel.

• It is easy to load an Access table from an 
Excel spreadsheet.

• PivotChart is a great resource for 
envisioning information  
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